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Heavyweight Jockeying Near
End Before Jets Willard Shows
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By LOUIS A.
Jess Willard is today kins f

them all in the roped arena. A year
from today he is to have
passed from the center
of the stage, leaving behind him the
worst ring record of --ny

in the history of
boxinsr.

The Kan., cowboy
has no anoarent stomach for boxinc.
He knocked out Jack Johnson April
15, 1915, in the round.
Since that day he has entered the
ring just once, rneetine Frank Moran
at New York March 25, 1916, in a
ten-rou- bout.

Willard has used hl
and rightly, too, aa a means of mak-

ing money. But when he declines
to defend his title against tho lead-in- s'

n deeerres the lack
of sympathy shown by the public in
his own reign. Had Johnson follow-
ed such a course, "Willard would nev-

er have received his chance to win
the

To make matters worse, now comes
VIUard n lth an "offer" to meet any

challenger, if he Is allowed to con-

duct the whole affair by himself, if
the bout is for ten rounds, without
a decision, and If all the proceeds are
turned over to the Hed Cross. No

In the history of the ring
eier suggested such ridiculous terms

Pnllea Meat Prominent.
lred Fulton, of Rochester, Minn.,

ranks as the most prominent of ajl
the contenders.

With the of Wil-lard- 's

"offer," came to the front those
old horses of the roped enclosure,

am Langford, Joe Jeannette. Jim
offey, Frank Moran. Carl Morris, and

(,unboat Smith. Fulton has beaten
most of these men, and is the only
man to have compelled Langford to
quit. This he did at Boston this er)

ear
Fulton claims to have beaten Wil

lard In a four-roun- d exhibition bout
at .Rochester. Minn, on March 14,
1915, Just prior to the big battle at
Havana. Willard has never actually
denied this statement, good natured
ly saying. "Well, If Fred thinks that
hi) about, let him go ahead"

Willard would never have come to
he front with even this "offer" of

his. had it not been for the relent-
less pursuit of Fred Fulton The
Minnesota Plasterer has gone around
he countr, defestlng all other pos-

sible until he now stands
in the forefront.

Woo Id Claim the ITtlr.
About a month ago came the bomb

ehell from the Fulton camp. Fulton's
manager quoting the rules of ring
procedure in the past, calmly announc

d that If Willard didn't cover the
Rochester man' S1.000 forfeit b le--

rember SO. 1917, Fulton would claim
he world's and would

defend it against all
Willard was basking in the sun of

Florida, where his circus outfit was
working on a contract with the Gov-
ernment. The champion even had
the nerve to allow It to be said that
these conditions made him a man
"working for the Government in war
time." But dally came the stings of
criticism. Sport writers, who can
make or break boxing champions,
poured out the vials of their wrath
against the sulking Willard.

Rushing from Jacksonville to Chi
csgo, though he might have done
quite as much beside the palms of
Florida as close to the stockyards of
Illinois, Willard announced his wil
Ungness to "defend his title" and
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4 for 25c
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provide a million dollars for the Red
Cross."

Then came the examination into his
conditions

Hew He W.nld Oe It.
The champion's conditions were as

follows: S
Willard himself must be the sole

promoter.
The bout must be for ten rounds In

some big city, Chicago, at
either of the baseball parks.

There should be no decision.
His opponent should be "selected

by a committee of five newspaper
men"

All the proceeds should go to the
Red Cross

The Government should raise Its
embargo on the moving pictures, all
the profits of which would go to the
Red Cross

By the time the conditions sank
into the gray matter of the country's
leading boxing writers. Willard's
position with them was fixed for all
time. His small modicum of popu-
larity vanished at once .Vow they
are wolves on his trail

I fa Mere
Willard's statements since his origl

nai have been mere at
tempts at camouflage. He would
throw dust on his track. The object
of all his statements has been to es
cspe the ring, for which
he has no especial love. The impossl
ble conditions he namea prove this
But most Important to him is to es-
cape facing Fulton in a decision bout
of, say. twenty rounds or more

Fulton is young, strong, hea) a
good boxer and a fair hitter Ills
left hand is his best. He is aggresle
In the ring, filled with the confidence
ofjouth. He has with

NEW YORK. Dec 25 Vlsdek
Zbjazko. who defeated Strangler
Lewis in the final match of the three
weeks' wrestling tourna
ment Saturday, has announced that
he has laid claim to the heav weight
catch or

the world Zbjszko Insists that his
victory over Lewis entitles htm to
supreme honors and givea his reasons
for thinking so

Although Zbyszko's claim will not
receive much attention among wre.
ling experts and sporting men In
general because the two recognized
leaders In the division
Earl Caddock and Joe Steelier must
be taken Into when the

is Involved, his msnager
and the promoters of the recent tour
nev points to the fact that Zbszko
has received a belt for
beating Lewis, and will be booked as
the catch tltleholder In
all tournaments staged In the future

Claim Aet Supported.
Despite such the

facts do not support Zbyszko's claim
As pointed out above a

without Earl Caddock
and Joe Stecher resembles "Hamlet"
with the Dane missing. Caddock had
beaten Stecher, former claimant of
the title, and as Lewis had defeated
Olln. conqueror or Stecher, Caddock.
and Lewis were the logical contenders
for the with Caddock
In the lead Zbyszko had never met
Caddock or Stecher he was only in
third position so far as the title was
concerned, and his victory over Lewis
last Saturday does not in the least
alter the situation

Caddock appeared only in two
minor bouts in the tourney Just ended
and Stecher did appear at all. The
only way to settle the
claim Is to get Lewis, Zbyszko,
Stecher, and Caddock together In an
elimination tournament. Zbyszko's

claim follows
"I won the first prize in the tourna-

ment at the Lexington Opera House,
which to me means champion of ths
world. Craddock has no Just claims
to ths title. John Olln defeated
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out argument, his fitness to enter the
same ring with Willard by defeating
every other prominent
in the country.

Willard Is believed to weigh about
263 pounds, though he refuses to step
upon a scale In public. His reason
Is Fulton weighs 320
or 25 pounds. The champion stands
6 feet 6 inches, but the challenger is
but an Inch and a half shorter. Phys-
ically they are nearer equal than is
any other contender with Willard.

l llUrd Slew, Palis Fast.
For big men, Fulton has consider

able speed Willard Is a steam roller.
In ten rounds Willard would have no
trouble staying with Fulton by mere
ly keeping away from him and using
his exfa weight, though this latter
advantage would be slight. Keeping
nis ponderous body on the move
through a second ten rounds, though,
would be different. It Is that which
worries Willard. He fears meeting
Fulton in a bout, though
probably perfectly willing to box ten
rounds with him.

It Is unlikely that Willard will have
his way about the proposed bout.
The Government will frown on re
moving the embargo on fight pic-
tures The Red Cross has already in-
timated Its to accept
any money from such a source.

But Fulton and Willard have been
brought face to face at last. It will
be impossible for the champion to
wriggle out of a bout with his fore
most They must meet and
the title must be placed at stake.
which means that no ten-rou- no-d- e

clsion clash will sstlsfy the sporting
world

The Jockeying Is about done now.
In a few weeks real talk will be
heard. Then Fulton should have his
chance before the summer is gone.

I Stecher. and Lewis In turn defeated
Olln. That made Lewis champion.
When Craddock defeated Joe Stecher
the latter had no title to lose.

A Argument Left.
i However, there aoon will be no irgument left. I am young and In good

wrestling condition, and can go on
the mat eery week to defend my
title claims. I will gladly give Cad-
dock first chance to dispute ray claim,
and Joe Stecher can come next. Any
time that Lewis feels I am not the
champion he can have another crack
at me.

Regarding the title.
I hold that without dispute I de
feated Aberg at Buenos Aires and
Montevideo. He took a fall from me
In New York, but when we were

in Boston, and after me
agreeing to give him the entire
purse, he ran out of the match and
forfeited That gave me the win-
ner s honor.

Can Have Match.
"Anyone who disputes my clslm to

the Greco-Roma- n title can have a
match, and I will forfeit all claims to
the money unless I win inside of seven-

ty-five minutes In other words. I
hereby offer to throw any man In-

side of one hour and a quarter. Re-
garding the barring of the headlock.
I never requested that the hold
should be barred. The
managers barred the hold upon urg-In-

from the public and press."

SCHANG LEA08
Wally Schang, now-- with the Red

Sox, led alt the catchers In the league
with the flail last season, having abatting average of .285. Pat Haley,
also a Mackman along with Schang
last year, was second, with a total of
--76. Hank De Berry, of the Indians,
was third, with .272.

FIRST AND ALSO LA8T.
The Yankees led all l,tm, 1at .

with twenty-seve- home runs, yet
their team battlns- - lvm th.
worst in tba league, .238,
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ZBYSZKO LAYS CLAIM

WORLD'S WRESTLING TITLE
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SHORT SPORT TALKS
'By Louis

International
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nappy Hew and that your coming year will be fortunate to
an extreme I
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Year, entire

Page
Bily Evans, the American League's most nobby arbitrator, in explain

ing how he got into baseball, says that a rabid fan's shout, "Ain't you lost
your nerve!" brought about his decision to quit being a sporting editor in
the tall grass to umpire ball games. Therefore, the major league world
has that unknown fan to thank for the presence of "Handsome" Billy
Evans behind the bat No better official was ever discovered.

Boy, page that rabid fan!

Boston Now Gets Show.
New York may recover, after all. wrestlers have departed

for Boston, though no reason is given why the New England metropolis
should be so punished.

Wladek Zbyszko's victory over Lewis, Saturday night,
has added the huge Pole to the title claimants. Lewis and Ear Caddock
are the remaining members of the grappling trio who believe they are
entitled to Frank Gotch's laurels.

No matter what the promoters
not result in making a champion.
title, took part in but two bouts of
West to enlist in the army.

But poor eld Boston must now
Who'll be the "champion" in the Boston show?

Jess Willard Is Winner.
Jess Willard, world's champion

and offers to "defend his title in ten
proceeds to go to the Red Cross."
circus. Who said Jess wasn t a good

Charlie Weeghraan He Talks.
Charlie Weeghman threatens

baseball.
Weeghman, who used to be a in a one-arm- restaurant before

climbing to the ownership of a string
enjoys listening to himself. He got
hooked up with the lamented Federal
he talked himself into the ownership of the Chicago National League
club. And he has been chattering ever since. But he's beginning to
suffer from the expected results of

Going to ew York: lor the annual meeting, he announced that he
had S250.000 with to strengthen the Cubs." So Col. F.

Baker promptly sold him Alexander and Killifer, the former bringing at
least $50,000. "I'd have $75,000, had it," chattered
Weeehman. Promutly Alexander put in a bid for 10.000 as a bonus.
Alexander reasons that Weeghman
blame him?

"Ill cive $50,000 for Homsbv."
that young player put in a demand
tier Year, ouite takinsr awav Branch

break
Cardinals.

Weeehman s rash utterances for

some of his
him time.

Cubs
after

'BEEF' WHEELER IS DEAD;

STARRED FORPRINCETON

Dec 25 Arthur
Leslie Wheeler, known to footbsll fans
everywhere as "Beef" Wheeler, Prince-
ton's creat susrd on the elevens 91

SJ. '93. and J4. Is dead at home here,
and his passing removes a picturesque
figure from Old gridiron gal-

lery of heroes
In his freihmsn year, Wheeler plajed

left guard in the contests
and Pennsylvania. He re

malned at that to the end of
his football da a and was re-

moved from any big for any rea-
son.

"Beef Wheeler played In tlie days of
"Pudre" Heffelfinrer. "Bum"
Vance McCormlck. Jesse Rises. "Shep"
Homans. "Josh" "Stan" Mor
rison. Wallace. Thornton. Fos-
ter. Sanford. Johnny Poe, and Frank
HIckey. but he classed with them all on
the

GRIFFMEN
The were the weakest hit

ters In the league last ear.
rapped out 1.240 equaling the
count of the Ild Sox and surrassim-th- e

Yankees' total 1,224 the
total of bases, 1,363. on these
blngles was the smallest total In the
circuit.

MAKES A REAL RECORD.
Carroll Jones, of the Tigers' pitch

Ing UD a real malor
league record last year. He went to
bat fifteen times in twenty-fou- r
games and failed tn p m y,i
avarage being three reros behind a
peri
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may a merry Christmas and a

Rabid Fan!

said, the New York could
Caddock, with the best claim to the
no real importance and thenhiked

endure those wrestlers lor a while!

heavyweight circus athlete, steps up
without a decision, all the

At once he receives an offer for his
business man:

to talk himself out of

of such places in Chicago, certainly
his first real opportunity when he
League. So well did he orate that

too much talking.

is then saving $15,000. you

roared Weeriiman. and immpHmfplo
for a three-jea- r contract at $10,000

Rickey's breath. Now Riekev is

the past few months have hi

I HAVE

CREW IN '18
.... Duai. rruii win nave a varsity crew

and schedule was borne out a few
das ago when Columbia University
announced that two of its dual races
will be with Cornell and the Red and
Blue

It is understood that both the
Poughkeepsle and Chllds-Cu- regattas
will not be held next ear.

Columbia dropped rowing the last
summer on account of the war, but
will revive the sport next spring

Jim Rice, the veteran coach, has
been engaged and expected to call out
oarsmen for work on the machines
soon after the Christmas holidays are
over.

The Tenn Columbia race will doubt
less be held over the Schuylkill course,
as the Yorkers have no regular
stretch of their own.

JACK80N DOES WELL.
Though Joe jaekson. the White

Sox slugging outfielder. Is not gener-a- llgiven much consideration as a
fltldr. neverthaln,,, he foozled only
,ix chancej out of 363. He ranked
fifth among the league's outfieldersIat season.

OUTFIELDERS CAN PEG.
The White Sox four outfield

er- - lt e"on' Jckson. Felsch. Lei
bold, and Shano" Collins, and among
ilia quartet were collected Just sixty
,ix assels Felsch peggrd out twent
for r"nn'"' Jkson eighteen, and
llbold eighteen, with Collins brlng-.-(

u the rias vjth. sla.

seeking Weeghman's scalp for attempting to up the morale of 'the

fellow magnates large ideas as to his willingness to squander money.
They are ready to take his coin. Others, peeved at foolish
words, are seeking to have squelched for all Meanwhile, the

are getting a bundle of free advertising, which may be Weeghman's
sole idea all.
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After rushing through the football
season for a championship with a
record breaking team. Central High
School proposes to' get the old steam
roller going for a clean-u- p In all
other branches of sport.

Central Is out after all the cham-
pionships this season and will be dis-
appointed if the colors of the Mt.
Pleasant school are not carried to the
front in every competitive branch

The football season furnished the
followers of scholastic sport here
with a first rate secondary school
eleven. Not in the history of grid-
iron sport here has such a well
drilled capable eleven been turned
out. As Coach C A. Metxler baa
charge of the basketball and baseball
teams it Is reasonable to suppose he
will have his charges In top shape in
these branches.

Had One Big 1 ear.
Last season Central had a big year.

The baseball, track, football and ten-
nis championships were won by the
Mt. Pleasant lads. This year it is
the avowed purpose of the Central
athletes to grab off all the titles.

With the best prospects of any
school In the city for basketball Cen-
tral Is looking forward to a success-
ful season. Daly. Solomon. Wilson.
Long. Potter and Foster look to he
about the real strength of the
scholastic quints and while the series

Athletes at the United States Naval
Academy, past and present, are Inter-

ested in the recommendations for
changes In the awarding of lettera
and numerals which await the sanc

tion of the commandant
Th effort to strengthen the stsnd- -

ing of the letter and numerals appears

into steD In the right direction, tne
Idea being to increase the prestige of
the yellow "X" sna or class numeral.

The Navy Athletic Association ana
kA UM,hlnm,nN Athletic ASSOCtS- -

Hon will recognize five major sports
for which the "N" will be awarded.
Seven minor sports are In the navy

htaf,- - oiirrlrnliim fnr which the N"
with subletters will be awarded.

Return. To Former Custom.
The nrlnclpal changes consist in a

teturq to the former custom of color
ed N's! and In making awards In each
branch harder to win. N's will be
awarded in the various sports as fol

lows: Footbsll yellow. Crew red.

Baseball white, Track green.,v The N for winning
from the Armv remains as before.

Requirements for a letter are:
Football Army game. Baseball
Army game. In case no contest with
Army is held the letters shall be
awarded by a committee consisting of
the team captain, the member of the
Navy Athletic Association for that
sport, and a third person agreed upon
by the two members mentioned above.

May Wear Crossed Oars.
Crew Members of the crew who

row In a majority of scheduled Navy

ni Crews winning at the Henley,
or breaking the Academy record In a

race, are entitled to wear crossed oars
in addition
n..i. i.mlir, alia break or eoual

a record, who win Ave or more points
. , . .....t .1 ! .!.. PJ

In a meet witn me sum), www ,m
per cent of the possible points In an
....t ih RFisnn. or who win
a total number of points equal to nve

times the number of scheduled meets
for the season.

Basketbalt Members playing in
ikini. tti mtrnhpr nf scheduled

games, total number of awards not to
exceed seven.

Minor Sport Letters.
Yellow N's with subletters will be

awarded In minor sports as follows
Wrestling Members taking part In
twn.thlrda of the meets and winning
a majority of their matches, total
awards not to e " -
crosse Members playing in two- -
thirds of the games, total awaras

LARGE CASH CONSIDERATION
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has not been started It might be
mentioned that Central looks like a
winner right now.

Coach F..J. Brnnner of the swim-
ming team appears to have developed
a team which will hold Its own with
any of the teams It may
be matched with. Central is the only
school with a swimming team In this
city and will In consequence land the
title in this sport.

Feley la la Caarge.
In track work Coach William Foley

again has charge of the runners.
Coach Foley has had a likely looking
squad out all fall, and while he has
suffered the loss of practically all
of his veterans he will have McLean,
Holden and Conradia upon which to
build for the winter and spring.

There are several promising candl
dates for the Central track team. New
comers In the weights and other field
events are sure to swell Central's
total on May 18 when the outdoor
championship meet is held.

It is supposed that Lou Doyle will
be in charge of the Central racqueters
again. Central Is already claiming
the tennis title. Remembering that
the Mt. Pleasants produced in Jack
Dudley and Paul Conklln both the
Junior and boy champions of the Dis
trict. 'Central has everyrlght to claim
a title.

Have G4 Players.
There are a number of other good

not to exceed sixteen. Gymnasium-Mem- bers

participating in two-third-s

of the meets and winning a major-
ity of points possible for one In-

dividual in hia particular event, to-

tal awards not to exceed six. Swim
ming Members participating in two-third-

of the meets and winning
majority of points possible for one in
dividual In his particular event. Mem-
bers of the relay team winning two- -
thirds of their races. Members who
break a Naval Academy record In
meet. Tennis Members playing in
two-thir- of the games and winning
a majority of their matches. Fenc-
ing Members taking part in two-thir-

of the matches and winning
a majority of their matches. Rlfl
Members firing in a majority of
matches

Class Numeral Awards- -
Class numerals will be awarded to

team membera not awarded letters
as follows: Football Played in
three regular games. Basketba- ll-
Played In three regular games. Crew

Rowed In a scheduled race In the
first, second, four-oar- or freshman
crew. Track Won points in a sched-
uled meet. Basketball Played In
three games. Wrestling Won on
bout In a meet. Lacrosse Played In
one game of season.

Color for numerate: Football, base-
ball, crew, track, and basketball
Same as for Ns In these sports.
Wrestling Qrange; Lacrosse Brown.

AMUSEMENTS

B.F.KEITH'S IF
3 Shows Today 2:15. 5:13. 8:15

Marlea Craig Weatwerth
Autbor of "War Brld." Presents

"The Bonfire of Old Empires"
THE DE WOLT GIRLS CO.
la "Cletkes. Cletkes, C letarm."

Slni. Dorw's Ctltbrlttet. Dorothy Bren-n- r.
Austin Webb Co . LMttr. the Ger-

alds. Manklchi Troope Otscr raturs.Krxt WmW 3 Fbows New Tear's Day !.U
6 IS nd X IS Buv B.l. Vow

GAYETYte
The Sporting Widows

With HARRY COOPER
ext Week THE BON TONS."

LOEWS COLUMBIA
Continuous 19 ) A. M to 11 P. M.

Horn . Aft . 10c. ISc NUM.. lCc. Uc. 5c
snw ri.AYixa

WALLACE REID
in "Nan of Music Mountain"

WOULD CHANGE ATHLETIC

AWARDS FOR NAVY'S MEN

Ceatral Layia Fka To Sweep
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racqueters In Central this year and
from the strength of the other
schools It would seem that Central
would have a walkaway in the
matches. Friends Select, the only
other school that could be ranked
with Central, has lost every veteran,
so that it can be seen that Central la
far and away the best of the lot

While not listed In athletic events
the shooting title, won by Central
last year, looks safe for the 1918 sea-
son. It would appear from a resume
of the field of sports that Central
will be able to make good Its claims
for all the titles this year.

Notice has been received from ths
Tome School. Port Deposit, MdL. that
the annual field and track games will
be held on the afternoon of May 18.
inis is tne identical data that thehigh school affair falls upon and the
conflict la to be regretted. It Is not
unlikely that the schools here will
ask to hare the Tome meet postponed.

Business has been wise enough to
schedule some hard games before thestart of the regular season. The at

of the George Washington re-
serves and the subsequent loss to the
regular HatcheUtea, coupled with a
couple of battles with the Y. M. C.
A. boys team, has put the Stenog-
raphers In Una form.

The Business team was Just nosed
out the other day by the HatcheUtea
by a score of 18 to 18. It was not
generally known that the Business
lads had been out of practice for a
week, and the showing against the
collegians Is highly creditable:

Another basketball game betweea
Central and Baltimore Poly would
draw a good crowd. Negotiations are
under way for the engagement. Cen-
tral was without Wilson and Balti-
more won handily. The teams met
for the first time last season and
stand one game each In wins. An
other contest would be In the nature
of a rubber game.

Unless all signs fall the collea--a

teams will be competing about on apar with the first rate prep schools
in a short while. The colleges are
suffering from a loss of first string
athleteea and the average age of the
college teams now Is bat little older
than that of the prep schools. Mary-
land State was represented by the
youngest team In the history of the
institution last fall, and the basket-
ball team this winter appears to be
but little older than the scholastic
quints In appearance.

AMUSEMENTS

ITVlla f NIGHTLY AT SCO
rWltAtWeaV Mat- s-Sat.

Matlaee Teday. SCO
SEL.WTN & cxurpitrr Pmt

FAIR EI WARMER
A Presermtioa for the BIum- -

NEXT :--, ttllua. Inweek41" cajmnrr mister antonio"
BEUtSfifj Tenlght. SCO SOe (3

Mats. Teday, Wed. Sat.Grxe V. RabarTa Latest Saeeesa
WNArS Y0I8 HISBMI NIMt?

New Yerfc Cast Ineladlag
MALE HAMILTON

The Play With A Thaasaad Laagas"
Next Week 3 Matin

THE 13th CHAIR
With ANNIE RCSSELL

itRAND JSSXfgg
Artcrsft Co. Presents

WILLIAM s. HART In
"THE SILENT MAN."

GARDEN S- -
Metro Co. Frsnts

HAROLD LOCKWOOD In
THE SQUARE DECEIVER "
PLAZA Today and
DOUGLAS FATItBANKS In

"DOUBLE TROUBLE -

Today at 5il5.M5iTtr ail AU TkU
Week

POLI SSt PLAYERS
FOR AN INDEFINITE PERIOD.

SO Slwgera Dupctgre Com?4liu

"THE CANDY SHOP"
CUfttt'a DllllafhtBTa Fmmous Rvot.

PRICKS: C KC. Ho. L1
Th ThmUr Pmyt tb Wr Tax.

Vails TnttL, Thnn.. Sat. So aad We.


